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November 2015 

Fall Edition  

Please contact ESAM offices if you are thinking of coming to the party, 

it helps us to know the number of people when we are planning the 

event.  

We hope everyone can make it out to help us celebrate the holiday season. We 

would love to see you all there!!!!  

When: Monday December 7, 2015 

Where:  170 St. Mary’s Road (Central Church of Christ) 

Time: 6:30PM-8:30PM 

We’ve been busy promoting epilepsy awareness!  Take a 

peek inside and see what we’ve been up to since our last 

newsletter!  
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On Saturday September 12, 2015, the Brandon 

Epilepsy and Seizure Support Group held a 

fundraising BBQ at a Sobey’s in Brandon, 

Manitoba. The total raised at the BBQ was  
$304.00!  

 

“Thank you to everyone who helped work at the 

BBQ as we couldn't have done it without you! 

And thank you to those who stopped by and 

supported us. We liked visiting with you and 

hope to see your faces around the meetings next 

year”. 

-Sheena Kent, Brandon Epilepsy and Seizure 

Support Group Facilitator 

2015 Annual General Meeting 

ESAM was thrilled to welcome Dr. Marcus Ng to pre-

sent on “Seizures and Sleep” at our annual general 

meeting on September 17, 2015.  Dr. Ng delivered a 

very informative and interesting presentation.  ESAM 

would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Ng 

for taking the time to speak at our AGM.  

We would also like to thank everyone who attended the AGM. Your 

continued support of ESAM is invaluable.  We look forward to see-

ing you all again at the next AGM! 

Brandon Epilepsy and Seizure Support Group Fundraising BBQ 
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Service dog donated to family of Manitoba toddler with epilepsy 

 

CBC News-August 13, 2015.-A Manitoba toddler with severe 

epilepsy now has a seizure detection dog, thanks to a search 

and rescue group, and her mother says Jerry the springer 

spaniel has already changed the family's life. MSAR Search 

and Rescue Association donated Jerry to Keanna Barbour's 

family last month, free of charge. 

Three-year-old Keanna has a form of epilepsy that can cause 

her to have about 10 seizures a week. 

"I've spent like the last 2½ years sleeping in her bed with 

her. I actually finally got to sleep in my own bed and not have 

to  worry about her or stay up half the night watching over 

her," her mother, Jackie Barbour, told CBC News from their 

home in Ross, Man. 

Her family had tried to get a service dog for Keanna through a fundraising event, only to find out she was too 

young to qualify for one.Barbour said she noticed the difference on Jerry's first night with the family. 

"The first night he was sleeping in the room with her, and also with my other daughter, and I wasn't too sure 

because it was a kind of a funny scream and I went running into the room," she recalled. "It was Jerry the dog, 

actually crying and standing over Keanna's feet. She was having a good seizure and he was licking her feet and 

crying."  

 

Jerry, a springer spaniel, is a trained seizure detection 

dog. (MSAR-Service Dogs/Facebook)  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/service-dog-is-guardian-angel-for-manitoba-girl-with-epilepsy-1.3193139 

ESAM Donates Service Dog Harness To Manitoba Family 

After reading the story in the article above we at ESAM 

reached out to Manitoba Search and Rescue Service Dogs to 

see if there was some way that we could help. George Leo-

nard, service dog trainer, advised that  Jerry Springer the 

wonder dog, is required by law to wear a service harness at 

all times when he is out with his family.  

 

 Our board met and voted unanimously to donate the har-

ness. We were so very pleased that ESAM was able to sup-

port a family in Manitoba.   
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14th Annual Out of the Shadows Variety Night 
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For the 14th year in a row Anna Martens organized the “Out of the Shadows” Variety Night in Morden, Manitoba.   

This year featured performances by Ron Braun, Stew and Juanita Clayton, The Quonset Brothers and Lakes and 

Pines.  Thank you so much to Anna for all of your hard work and her continuing efforts to support ESAM.  ♥  We 

would also like to extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who donated their time to perform in the show, or help 

The Quonset Brothers 
Ron Braun 

Stew Clayton 

Healthy Living Marathon 2016-We Need Your Support 

Our annual Healthy Living Marathon is coming up in January 2016!  

Walk, run, or jog a distance of 42 KM over a two week consecutive 

period between January 18-February 29, 2016.  You pick your pace, 

you pick your location. 

Challenge your friends, your co-workers, your family! Register as a 

team  or as an individual.  

 

The individual who raises the highest dollar amount will win a prize. 

Prize TBA.  

Net proceeds go towards purchasing an Xltek Protektor IOM for 

the Children’s Hospital Neurology Clinic.   

This is ESAM’s on-going fundraiser to 

purchase an Xltek Protektor IOM for 

the Children’s Hospital.  

Registration will be open very soon at healthylivingmarathon.org. Ques-

tions about the Healthy Living Marathon? Contact the office at 204-783-

0466 or epilepsy.seizures@gmail.com 



 Comic Con 2015 
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The Purple Pumpkin Project 2015 

ESAM attended Comic Con 2015 at the RBC Convention Centre October 30, 31 and November 1 2015. We set up a table with infor-

mation on epilepsy/seizure disorders.  We had many people stop by our table and share their personal experiences with epi-

lepsy/seizure disorder. On November 1, Sharon Blady, Minister of Health stopped by the table to introduce herself and have her pic-

ture taken with us.  Here are some pictures of our weekend at Comic Con and some of our wonderful volunteers, and two of the neat-

est costumes that we saw. 

For the third year in a row, ESAM participated in the Purple Pumpkin Project. We held a purple pumpkin paint-

ing/decorating party at the office this year and sold some of our lovely pumpkins as a fundraiser. Thank you to 

Keith for all of your hard work with this project.  
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Service Dogs-Seizures, Manitoba Search and Rescue 

We are posting information regarding types of service dogs - todays topic Seizure Detection / Alert and Seizure Re-

sponse Service Dogs…… 

We get many emails and messages regarding service dog functions and one of the most misunderstood is the sei-

zure detection / alert and seizure response dogs. They are two very different types of dogs and can vary greatly in 

price, training, certification and aftercare. So we will keep in a simple easy format to read for all to understand as 

there are many technical explanations that can be added but few would understand and any good transfer of knowl-

edge should be based on an easy to follow format, believe me get some trainers and dog behaviourists together and 

you would think that they are speaking a different language. 

Service Dog Definition: 

"A canine specifically trained to minimize functional limitations of a person with a disability.” 

Before getting a Seizure Detection / Alert Dog or a Seizure Response Dog we recommend that you investigate all 

the options before getting a dog. Once you get a dog you have to feed, care, play, maintain and monitor this dog - is 

this going to help or add stress to your life. So we recommend: 

Start with your medical team and get as clear a diagnosis as possible for your child - how severe, often and type are 

the seizures. 

Speak to your local or provincially related association - here in Manitoba we refer people to Epilepsy and Seizure 

Association of Manitoba (esam@manitobaepilepsy.org) - they are a wealth of information and a great contact for 

resources. 

Try products specifically made for seizures - such as but not limited to: 

Seizure bed alarm - that work for severe convulsions that notify a care giver by SmartPhone or monitor in another 

room. 

Medic Alert that is monitored 

We feel once you have this foundation of information, then research and see if you need a seizure detection / alert 

or a seizure response dog. 

The difference is: 

Seizure Detection or Alert Dog ($50,000 plus) 

On average, these predictions or alerts are made 10-30 minutes before the seizure, giving the person with the sei-

zure disorder an opportunity to move to a safe place or position, take medication, call for help, or notify friends, 

coworkers, or family of the impending seizure so they can be checked on later or during the seizure. These dogs are 

very expensive to train and few and far between. You may get luckily and have a family pet that fits the approxi-

mately fifteen percent of dogs that naturally are able to predict seizures before they occur. If you have this type of 

dog you then seek trying to turn this dog into a service dog. That being said a seizure detection dog for our organi-

zation is for critical to life cases and one method of training is like any another detection dog on the popper box and 

search room system - just like narcotics or explosives. Another method is the stocking method of the dog continu-

ally watching for visual cues that change in the individual and some dogs can do both. To maintain this detection 

monthly communication with the service dogs team, 6 month evaluations and yearly certifications are required. We 

recommend that if at all cost try to get a service dog provider that can provide this type of support. It is very exten-

sive and costly but someone’s life may be at stake so the utmost oversight is recommended.  
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Service Dogs-Seizures, Continued from Page 6 

Also no dog can detect 100% of the time every time, the average trainable detection rate is 90% and some super dogs 

can go higher such as Bennie 92% or the genius Jerry at 94%. So if anyone tells you that they can guarantee a seizure 

detection dogs ability all the time I would suggest you be skeptical and ask questions. 

How these dogs detect seizures: 

Humans have five or six million smell receptors compared to a rabbit that has 100 million of these olfactory receptors, 

and a dog 220 million plus. Thus a dog is able to smell minute changes in the person’s biochemistry, and / or 

They are able to detect fine motor changes or facial expression changes that are not noticeable to the human eye. And 

actually a dog is the only animal on the planet that is able to identify this in humans. 

The dog must live through the seizure with the person to alert to that specific scent and then conditional re enforced for 

this task 

Seizure Response Dog ($30,000 and possible more depending on tasks) 

The dog is trained to perform tasks during or following a seizure to assist the team. These tasks (but not limited to) 

may include rolling the person over to create an open airway, clearing vomit from the mouth, getting assistance or a 

care giver, operating a panic or call button on a phone, blocking or stopping the person with *postictal (note) disorien-

tation from stairs and intersections, helping the person to get up or rise, helping with *postictal balance issues, guiding 

the disoriented person to a preset location, exit, caregiver, coworker etc. This may be the best option of service dog for 

most people with the hope that the dog may turn into a seizure detection / alert dog after a bonding period of six 

months, we have seen this happen for about 50% of the cases after placement. 

So I would recommend plenty of research and discussion on which suites your needs the best. When researching a ser-

vice dog provider ask to speak to people that have these type of dogs and ask to see their dogs - this will tell you how 

they train and treat their dogs. And for anyone that has every contacted our organization MSAR, they know that the 

first thing we try to do is talk you out of getting a service dog. Many people are simply desperate for assistance and 

may want to try anything and everything without weighing the ongoing commitment needed for a dog. We understand 

this and try to slow down all inquiries so that clear, precise decisions are made which to best protect the potential re-

cipient and the dog. 

Thank you 

Written by  

George Leonard  

Certified Master Dog Trainer  

Elite SAR / Recovery K-9 Team 

First Nations Constable and K-9 Handler 

Head K-9 Trainer for MSAR 

https://www.facebook.com/MsarServiceDogs/posts/985239981519010:0 



Jim-Con Table Top Convention 2015 
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4-1805 Main Street, Winnipeg,MB ,R2V 2A2 

Phone: 204-783-0466,  Toll Free: 1-888-780-3726 

Email: esam@manitobaepilepsy.org 

http://www.manitobaepilepsy.org,  https://www.facebook.com/epilepsy.seizures 

For the third year in a row,  JimCon, a table-top gaming convention in Win-

nipeg, held their “Save it or Shave it” fundraiser in support of ESAM.  Peo-

ple were asked to donate funds into either the “Save It” bag (to save the 

beards of the men who volunteered for the fundraiser) or the “Shave It” bag 

(to shave off the beards of the men who volunteered).  This year the group 

added additional (stretch) fundraising goals, including “Purple It”, “Candy 

It”, “Cut It/Buzz It”, “Shake It”, “Wig It”, and “Pie It”.   

We were fortunate enough to be invited out to set up an informational table 

at JimCon this year, at the Bronx Park Community Centre.  We had a blast!!  

The group set a fundraising goal of $700.00 for the event…..and blew past it 

on the second day.  They raised over $1233.00 in just three days!!!! 

 

From the bottom of our hearts, a sincere thank you to the coordinators and 

volunteers at JimCon for all of your hard work, for volunteering to be 

shaved/dyed purple/pied in the face/buzzed...for everything that all of you 

were willing to do to help raise money for ESAM. Thank you. ♥ 


